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use of child labor, and the Factory Act of1850, which limited women and children to workdays of ten and a half
hours.

However, many workers felt that for real progress to be made, they would have to work for it themselves. That
involved organizing into trade unions, the very existence of which was illegal until 1824. Even then, they could
only exist as mutual aid societies to provide their members with insurance against sickness and injury. Not until
1871 could British unions represent their members' grievances and actively work for reforms. The struggle for
those reforms was a long, hard, and often violent one. However, by the end of the nineteenth century, trade
unions had made substantial progress toward improving the living and working conditions that industrial workers
had to endure.

A Case Study

The state of Qatar is a small peninsula just over 11000 sq.km.with 900 km coastline off the Arabian Peninsula
and connected in the south to Saudi Arabia. Increasing industrialization creates many threats to the environment.
These are associated with large-scale energy production and metallurgy with the advent of more scientific
technology. Qatar has become one of the richest countries in the world in the recent years and their population
has also increased due to the increasing industrialization. The annual population growth for the Non-Qataris is
6.5% and for the Qataris it has been 2.2% between 1997 and 2004 (World Bank, 2005).Discovery of oil made
Qatar's GDP increase to 18% between 1999 and 2004. Crude oil and gas consists of 62% of the Qatar's GDP.
Qatar's marine and terrestrial resources consist of a large number of species including reptiles, birds, fishes,
plants. Environmental risks covers in a large-scale basis from regional to international. One of the most important
matters asSdciated with the increasing industrialization is the" availability of water. About 96% of the domestic
water in Qatar provided by desalination whereas ground water supplies are largely used for the small agricultural
industry. Over-use of ground water resulted in the destruction of many springs in the Arabian Peninsula. 15
desalinated plants are located in the Gulf region which releases gases, treatment chemicals and other elements.
Increase in the number of desalinated plants will lead to the devastation of the environment. In case of the
marine enviomment, coastal development took place including dredging, land reclamation for the projects such
as, residential areas, industry, fishing ports, airports etc.These activities increases silt and sedimentation and
water turbidity which prohibits photosynthesis of the plants. It also affects the life of the fishes by clogging their
gills and also destroys the sea grasses and the coral region. Sewage of approximately 20-30% was discharged
into the Gulf water which is not fully treated. In 1999, Qatar developed 13 sewage treatment plants where this
sewage was fully treated and this treated water is then used for irrigation of fodder crops and also for other
purposes. In order to protect the environment from all these hazards The National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan (NBSAP) implemented in October 2004 with the goal of reducing the environmental loss. It consists
of a large number of strategies and plans and various control measures to protect the natural ecosystem
including the humans from the negative effects of industriafization.

Impact of Industrialisation on the SdTciety '

Industrialization, though it has some ill-effects on the environment, yet it has some favorable effects on the
society. The public has been much more aware of the advantages of the industrialization than of its negative
effects. The story of industrialization contains a mixed bag of pros and cons and lasting impact.

Industrialization has allowed individuals to own items that would never have been imagined prior to Industrial
Revolution, and in many instances it has brought speed, increased productivity, ease of use, power and wealth.

With the process of industrialization, the standard of living of the people improves. People enjoy fruits of
modernization in the form of a variety of goods and services available in the urban centers. It promotes social
welfare as well.

Industrialization means the transformation of the country's population from being predominantly rural to being
predominantly urban. As per Lewis Model, we know that a particular economy has two sectors-a traditional
rural agricultural sector and an advanced urban industrial sector. In the agricultural sector, there prevails disguised
unemployment due to unlimited labor supply and hence, wage rate is at its subsistence. The industrial sector can
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